CHAP VJII.

BECKET AT YEZELAYi,

his plan, lie called his wise friends together, and con-
sulted them on the propriety of resigning his see. With
one voice they rejected the timid counsel. Yet though
his most intimate followers were in ignorance of liis
designs, some intelligence of -a meditated blow was
betrayed to Henry. The King summoned an assembly
of prelates at Chinon. The Bishops of Lisieux and
Seez, whom the Archbishop of Eouen, Rotran, con-
sented to accompany as a mediator, were despatched to
Pontiguy, to anticipate by an appeal to the Pope, any
sentence which might be pronounced by Becket. They
did not find him there: he had already gone to Soissons,
on the pretext of a pilgrimage to the shrine of St.
Drausus, a saint whose intercession rendered the warrior
invincible in battle. Did Becket hope thus to secure
victory in the great spiritual combat ? One whole night
he passed before the shriue of St. Drausus: another
before that of Gregory the Great, the founder of the
English Church, and of the see of Canterbury; a third
before that of the Virgin, his especial patroness.

From thence he proceeded to the ancient and famous
monastery of Vezelay/   The church of Veze-  Becket at
lay, if the dismal decorations of the archi-  Vezelfty-
tecture are (which is doubtful) of that period, might
seem designated for that fearful ceremony.*   There, on

* The curious History of the Monas-
tery of Vezelay, by Hugh ot Poitiers
^translated in Guizot, Collection des
Memoires), though it twice mentions
Becket, stops just short of this excom-
munication, 1166. Vezelay boasted to
bo subject only to the See of Home, to
have been made by its founder part of
the patrimony of St, frier. This was
one great distinction: the other was
tfie unquestioned possession of the body

of St. Mary Magdalene, " 1'amie cte
Dieu." Vczelay had been in constant
strife with the Bishop of Autun for
its ecclesiastical, with the Count of
Nevei^ for its territorial independence;
with the monastery of Clugny, as its
rival. This is a document -my in-
structive as to the life of the age.

* A modern traveller thus writes of
the church of Vezelay : " On voit par
le choJT dos sujets qui ont un sens, qud